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One of the baked clay figures in bas-relief, decorating the walls of the 
Ishtar Gate in Babylon. 
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The staged tower of Aqar-qui, the ancient Kassite city called Dur 
Korigalzu, dating back to the 15th century B.C. 
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A full-sized 
2350 B.C., believed to represent King 
Sargon 1 or his grandson  Naram- 
Sin. 
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A girl's head in marble re- 
lated to the Jamdat el-Nasr 
period, 3200 B.C., as eviden- 
ced by the hair style. 
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Dayala region 
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Stone Slab engraved with figures in relief of King Eannatum at the 
head of his army. 
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Stone slab with the symbol Ne 
the god ‘Shamash' (Sun), wi 
ped by the Babylonians, (2100 B. 0. 
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A votive vase in marble engraved with religious 
soenes; Warka, 3200 B.C. The panels engraved 
show groups of people led by the priest and 
the slaves, doing homage to a dignitary. Offerings 
are contained in vessels of different shapes. 
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Abu, the god of fertility, and his consort. This collection is made up 


of some other statuettes recovered from Dayala region and belongs to 
about 2800 B.C. 
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An ivory head, the only one of its kind recovered from a well in the 
palace of the Assyrian King, Assur Nasir-pal 11, in the city of Nimrud, 
It belongs to 720 B.C. It was christened by the archacologists as the 
“Mona Lisa of Nimrud”, by virtue of its unique artistic beauty and age. 
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Baked clay mask found in Agarquf, ancient Dur Korigalzu, belonging 
to the Kassite period, 14th century B.C. 
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black stone of Du-du the 
iest and minister of King 
f Lagash (modern Tellu). 
It is believed to represent 2600 B.C. 
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A stone slab with the figure in relief of a farmer 
woman from Nafar (ancient Nevur), 2600 B.C. 
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Statue in black mar- 
ble of King Cudea, 
the ruler of Lagash 
(modern Tellu) near 
Shatra; 2050 B.C. 
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Gold jewellery of great beauty inlaid with green stones, found in the 
royal palaces of Aqarquf (Dur Korigalzu), 14th century B.C. 
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A tigress in stone, example of equisite workmanship, also found in 
the ruins of the palaces in Agarquf (Dur Korigalzu), 14th century B.C. 
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Copper bull from Khafaji, 
work of early Sumerians, 
3000 8.0. 
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Picce d'art of the early 
Dynastic period, 3,000 
B.C. 
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Stone slab, showing in relief the Assyrian King Assur-bani-pal, hunting 

will asses. Physical movements of the horses have been recreated realis- 
tically. 
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‘The “moon goddess"” from the temple of Nergol at Hatra, (ist century 
C.). She is modelled as a pretty maïden with her breasts covered 
ith a white scarf, hair dyed black and lips painted red. The statuette 
is borne on a circular diso, 50 cm in diametre. 


£ 


Full sized stone statue of a & jé AA Je 


lady of high rank from the 
temple of Sahar (Shahiru) at 
Hatra. 
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Remains of the massive temple in Hatra, 
a city founded about the beginning of the 
Christian era. 
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Hatra: Two soulptured heads, represent. 
ing nobility, carved in stone. 


The dome of the mosque in 
Samarra built to mark the spot 
where the twelfth and the last 
apostolic Imam, al-Mahdi 
appeared, 
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A view of the restored Abbasid building of the Mustansariyah University, 
founded by Mustansir Billah in 631 A.H. (1232 B.C.). 
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Haïderkhana Mosque, Baghdad, a relio of the Ottoman times, 


Another decorative earthen jar 
of the 13th century A.D., 
the variety known locally as 
“Barbotine”, kept in the Abbasid 
Palace Museum, Baghdad. 
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The Abbasid Bridge near Zakho in the North, still in use. 


À panoramic view of Baghdad along the bank of the 
Tigris. The happy blend of the anoient domes and minæ- 
rets with modern muitistoreyed apartments is note 
Worthy. 
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The brass knooker at 
the main entrance to 
the mausoleum of the 
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An ærial view of 
Ctesiphon, with the 
Tigris in the middle 
distance. 
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Decorative designs which embellish the builde 
ings of the Mustansariyah University, after res- 
toration. 
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Southern wing of the Mustansariya Univer- 
sity. 
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A closs-up of the superb workmanship of 
Iraqi builders; Abbasid period. 


The beautiful mosque, the last 
resting place of the apostolio 
Imams, Ali al-Hadi and Hasan 
al-Aski 
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Al- Malwiyyah, the 
spiral minaret built 
by an Abbasid caliph 
in Samarra while that 
oity was the tempo- 
rary capital of Iraq, 
third century H. 
(th century A.I 


The north of Iraq 
dotted all over with 
fut waterfalls, 


beaut 
attracting holiday 
makers in large num 
bors. 
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Arohitectural style peculiar to the North of Iraq. Houses are built along 
torraced hillsides, giving their ocoupants a kaleïdoscopio view of the 
surroundings. 
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Women put their shoule 
ders to all types of work, 
notably in the fields. This 
girl is harvesting wheat 
near Mosul, 
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The duck pond in the 
Public Gardens, Baghdad. 
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“Clouds and Date Palms’, 
a scene symbolic of the 
fertility of the soil of 
Iraq. 
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Graceful domes, slender minarets and evergreen date palms together 
epitomise the Arab-Islamic traditions of Irag. 
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NATURAL SCENE FROM THE HORTH OF IRAQ 
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IRAQI HANDCRAFTS 
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AN AERIAL VEIW OF BACHDAD 
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SUNSET ON SOUTHERN MARSHES 
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This monument to ‘Motherhood' was erected in 
the Public Gardens in Baghdad in memory of the 
Revolution. 
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The Unknown Soldiers Monument at night. 
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he 
Unknown Soldiers Monument (in the middle distance) and the Tigris 
completing the background. 
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Rashid Street, the oldest lifeline of Baghdad. 
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Decorative fountain in a public square in Baghdad. 
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The tomb of Sheikh Umar Suhrawardy in Baghdad. 
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The leaning minaret of the Nuri Mosque in Mosul, 50 metres high, 
2 built in 559 A.H. (1172 A.D.) by Nuriddin Atabeg. 
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A view of the golden mausoleum of the apostolic Imams, Musa al- 
Kadhim and Mohammad al-Jawad, in Kadhimain near Baghdad. 
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An aerial view of 
the Kadhimain mau- 
soleum and the sur- 
rounding, area. 
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One of the bronze reliefs deco- 
rating the main entrance to the 
Public Gardens in. Baghdad, 
commemorating the  Revolu- 
tion. 
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A niche In the wall 
inside the Abbasld 
Palace in Baghdad, 
a specimen of the 
superb handiwork of 
Arab stone carvers. 
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The southern 
corridor of the 
Abbasid_ Palaoë 
in Baghdad, à 
design typical 
of Arab arohi- 
tecture. 


At 


Je tent DB Glue C5 Ag lab 3 dei pale oies 
DCE Aer 


The ‘mihrab” in the Martyr's Mosque adjoining the Unknown Soldic 
Monument, a blend of the Eastern as well as Western craftsmanship. 
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A door, originally forming part of the mausoleum in Kadhimain, 
adorned with decorative pieces made of silver, precious Stones, 
ivory and brass. It is now on view in the Abbasid Palace Museum. 
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Aerial view of the Bank Street, Baghdad. 
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A residential colony planned and executed by the Government of Iraq, | 
to combat housing shortage. 
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Al-Tahreer Square, South Gate, Baghdad. 
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A waterwheel in a 
shadowy cove along 
tho Euphrates. 
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A house in Basrah; the style is now outmoded. 
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The waterfall of Gali Ali Beg, one of the numerous in the North. There 
is a colourful coffee house nextdoors. 
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Holiday makers relaxing near the fountain in the courtyard of the Rest 
House in Sarsank, in the North. 
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À modern hotel in Basrah, built in the Oriental style. 
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The Baghdad Hotel, Baghdad, SAN ep 19 ++ hi GES 
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Waterwheels on the Euphrates employed for raising water level to irri- 
gate the neighbouring fields. 
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A road Junction sur- 
rounded by forests of 
date palms. 
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Sunset on the Euphrates. 
The waterfall of Cali Ali Beg. 
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The ‘Six Pillars of Strength’ supporting the superstructure of the 
Mosul Railway Station in Baghdad and those guarding the approaches 
to the peak of Haji Umran in the North. 
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The most ancient 
architecture co-exists 
alongside the ultra- 
modern in Basrah. 
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‘Motherhood = woodwork by 
the late Jawad Selim. 
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“A Girls Head’ - sculpture by the late Jawad Selim. 
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“Bedounis in the Tent’ - oil painting by Faik Hasan. 
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“Arabs in the Coffee House’ - oïl painting by Faik Hasan. 


AU 


_ JS As 3 dot LS “A Baghdad Girl At Home’ - oil 
AS pe DL 255 &g painting by Akram Shukri, 


29 = Sy Ji 005 495 
op SU Gt 
Logis à 


“Village Women on Their Way 
to the Market” - water colour 
by tho late Jawad Salim. 
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“Celebrating the Newborn’ by Neziha Selim. 


«Wedding Procession” by Dhia 


Azawi. 
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“Mother and Child' - woodwork by Mohammad 
CGhani. 
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“Canvas and the Artist - 
an art student in the Insti- 
tuto of Fine Arts, Bagh- 
dad, gives finishing tou- 
ches to her handiwork. 
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“A Girl's Head’ by a student of Sculpture in the Ins 
Baghdad. 
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A musical instrument from 
Kirkuk area. 
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Al-Qanoun, an ancient musical 
instrument still in vogue. 
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A religious symbol popular in 
the country. 
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Copperware for which Baghdad 
has been famous. 
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A rustio wall decoration. 
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Glay work specimens from the North of Iraq 
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Wooden spoon from the 
North, _embellished with 
designs burnt into 
the wood. 
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Artistio designs hammer- 
ed into copperware. 
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Another specimen of reed work. 
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Water pitcher with a protective cover- 
ing artistically woven from palm 
and reeds. 
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Iraqi  silverware with black inlay 
much in demand by the local population 
2 well as the foreigners. 

Engraved silverware. 
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Modern ceramic pottery produced by the students of the Ceramic 
Section in the Institute of Fine Arts, Baghdad. 
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Glay pottery from the village of Dayana in the North, 
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A marble statuette from 
Mosul area. 
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Earthen water pot from the village of Tozkharmato 
near Kirkuk. 


‘A Bedouin Girls Face’, 
Shammar tribe near Mosul. 
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Gold jewellery popular with the Shammar tribe in the North. 


ceased, books disappeared, the building was abandoned and was later used 
for other purposes. 

In 1945, it was made over Lo the Department of Antiquities, Govern- 
ment of Iraq. That Department is responsible for ils structural restoration 
and has already accomplished a good deul, reviving in our minds the 
memories of ancient Arab history in Baghdad. lis main entrance is ap- 
proached through the crowded market but he rear walls are open to the 
waterfront and still rétain some of the original cut-brick decorations and 
Arabic inscriptions. 


Sources of his bouk were derived from publications of the Direct. 
rate General of Amiquit 
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ABBASID PALACE 
The palace, at present used as a museum for lhe antiquities of the 
Abbasid period, was built by al-Nasir li din Allah.(1179-1225 A.D.). Com- 
posed of an expansive couriyard and surrounded by many chambers and 
passages, it is one of he few remarkable specimens of Islamic architecture 
of those days, surviving Lo {his day. 
IL is being reslored and renovated by {he Department of Antiquities, 
Government of Iraq. 


THE SHRINE OF SAMARRA 


The mausoleum of the apostolie Imams, Ali al-Hadi and Hasan 
al-Askari attracts as much attention as {he olher holy shrines, Imam Ali 
al-Hadi lived in Samarra during lhe reign of al-Molasim. On his death 
in 254 AH. (868 A.D.), the Imam was buried in his own house. He was 
soon aflerwards followed lo the grave by his son Hasan al-Askari who 
was buried alongside him, The disappearance of {he twelflh and {he last 
of the apostolic Imams, al-Mahdi, is also associated with {he same place. 


AL-MUSTANSARIYAH COLLEGE 


Surviving Lo {his day in Baghdad is an outstanding example of Ab. 
basid architecture, the Mustansariyah College. Founded by Caliph Mus- 
lansir billah (1232 A.D.), a rectangular edifice, 104.80 x 48.80 metres, 
and is situated on the river bank adjoining the al-Mamoun bridge (now 
called Martyrs’ Bridge). 

This college was intended to be the prime seat of learning and lo 
supersede all {he existing colleges of its kind. It comprise four law 
sections concerned with the four orthodox Sunna sels, IL contained a 
fabulous library, with nearly 80,000 volumies on its shelves. The college 
had its own hospital, commissariat, kilchens, water supply and baths. The 
main entrance had a novel clock installed in it for the use of students and 
lecturers. 

Teaching went on in it since its inauguration in 630 A.H. (1232 A.D.) 
till about 940 A.H. (1533 A.D.). Afler that darkness fell over it. Teaching 


The instrument was modified and improved upon into its present 
form. It is played upon by running fore-fingers over {he cords, of which 
there are 78, with metal sirikers aflached lo the fingers. 


GTESIPHON 


‘The recorded history of this massive arch is lraceable up Lo he äth 
century A.D. Measuring 37 metres in height and 25 metres in width, at ils 
base, it is considered lo be the largest arch made of bricks in the world 
(not excluding spécimens of similar structures of re-inforced brickwork). 

The existing wing is only a part of {he original structure which col- 
lapsed on {5th April, 1887, in consequence of {he flooding of the Tigris. 

AL the ontt e Tumbio Léa pin EronnG, à The! RIARAALeEE Ricasor el 
into the city of Ctesiphon on the left bank of the Tigris. Ib continued to 
prosper till it became Îhe capital of the Sassanid kings. The camping ground 
was founded by {he Parthian kings about {he first century B.C. IL was 
founded opposile 1he Greek city of Seleucia. 

IL fell, by turns, lo {he Romans and various other nations till liberated 
by the Arabs in 16 AH. (637 A.D.) who performed their Friday prayers 
under ils shadows. 

Holiday-makers and sight-seers flock lo it in large numbers, IL is by 
far one of the most popular resorls for relaxation and entertainment at 
a convenient distance from Baghdad. The department of Tourism and 
Summer Resorts has built a modern casino nexldoors overlooking the 
M'igris for the benefit of {he visitors. 


THE KADHIMAIN MOSQUE 


The most beautiful architectural monument of Baghdad is the golden 
mosque of Kadhimain, the mausoleum of lhe apostolie Imams, Musa 
al-Kadhim and his grandson Muhammad al-Jawwad. IL is surmounted by 
iwo gold plated domes and four gold plated minarets. The interior has ils 
walls and roofs covered with crystal glass work. Its beauty is without parallel. 
Work on its present shape and appearance commenced during the Safawid 
period, being compléted in 1508 A.D. by Shah Ismail Safawi. 

Originally, the surrounding land was used as a cemelry, known in 
history as ‘Makabir Kuraish’. The son of Caliph Jafar al-Mansour and 
Caliph al-Amin weré buried lhere, The mausoleum attracts {housands of 
devotees from the world over. 


Excavalions at the site reveal traces of a flourishing city which survived 
many centuries of ups and downs {hrough the ages till the onset of {he 
Islamic era. Towards its end, it was known as Aqarquf and was part of 
1e Kassile Kingdom. It was about 813 AH. (1410 A.D.) that {his fabulous 
centre of ancient indigenous civilisation fell into {otal eclipse. 

The approaching visilor is first greeled by an imposing lower Jutting 
out of lhe cullivated plain, il being à “’Ziggural” or a staged lower, {he 
top of which is approached by slairs. The entire structure is built of 
unbaked mud bricks (Liben) and lined with baked bricks, ‘’Liben" is 
a special kind of brick made of a composition containing mud, straw 
and cow dung. The surviving brick-work measures 57 metres in height, 

lis construction bears witness lo Lhe high degree of architectural 
engineering and professional skill atlained by, this country in the distant 
past, Its raw material comprise, apart from unbaked mud bricks, reed 
matlings which ostensibly prolecled il against the elements and also 
against the effects of 1e sub-lerranean moislure and corrosion, Réclangular 
holes built into he brickwork seemingly made it proof against cracking. 
The relie was restored and repaired under {he supervision of {he Direclo- 
raté of Antiquities, Government of Iraq. 

It had been mistakenly referred Lo, by medieval hislorians and 
travellers, as the Tower of Babylon. IL was later identified as a part of {he 
temple of Dur-Korigalzu, capital of Iraq during the Kassile period, 


AL-QANOUN 


Afler the lute, this is the second musical instrument beloved of the 
Arabs in general. In point of importance fn the world of music, Orientalists 
consider it viable with the Western piano in so far as it is capable of 
reproducing identical permanent noles, There is concensus of op 
to its Iragi origin. 

In {he Th century B.C.. Îhe Assyrians used a musical instrumènt 
called Ashyrlo which had len strings strelched horizontally, which the 
performer had {0 play with a stick. The instrument has much in common 
with {he Santour, currently used by indigenous musicians. 

An the 3rd century A.H., the famous Arab musician Hakim bin 
al-Ahwas al-Sighdi devised a similar instrument and called it al-Shahroud. 
This received nolice from writers and historians of repule including 
Avicenna (Ibin Sins) who. mentioned his celebrated work al-Shifa; 
al-Fürabi also alluded to it in his al-Mosiqa. 


AL-MALWIYA 


I is a minaret, situated at a distance of about 25 metres from the 
northern wall of the great mosque, which was built by he Abbasid Caliph 
al-Mutawakkil (847-864 A.D.) IL stands on a raised platform, 32 metres 
square. It is entirely of bricks and mortar, lapering at the Lop and ending 
in a small cireular watch lower. Steps lead up Lo the tower in the form 
of a ramp which climbs upwards spiralling round the main solid column 
of the minaret, making five complete urns round it, starting at {he base. 

The minaret itself is 52 metres high, while he watch lower is 6 metres 
in height. The design is based on {he “Ziggurat”, which had been very 
popular in ancient Iraq and specimens of which are still {o be found else- 
where in he country. 

It is believed Lo have been the largest mosque in the world and con 
nues Lo be the main attraction in Samarra, AÏL Lhat remains of it loday are 
the lottering walls enclosing a rectangular courtyard, 240 metres long and 
160 metres wide, 


GIANT WATER WHEELS ON THE EUPHRATES 


The country preserves some of ils ancient traditions such as {his giant 
water wheel used for raising water from the. Euphrates to irrigate fields 
along thé river banks, This device is common in villages extending uplo 
he Syrian border with Iraq. 


SHEIKH UMAIR AL-SAHARWARDY'S TOMB. 


This conical dome contains the grave of Sheikh al-Zahid Shihab el-din 
Abi Hafs Umar al-Bakri al-Saharwardy, a famous mystie who died in 
632 AH. (1225 AD.) It is an architectural replica of the dome which 
covers the grave of Zumurrad Khatoun, in Karkh (Baghdad-West). 

She died in 659 A.H. (1202 AD.) She was the wife of Caliph 
al-Mustadhi bi amr el-Allah and the mother of Ci li Din-Tah. 

Incidentally, this tomb of Zumurrad Khatoun is erroneously ascribed Lo 
la, the wife of Caliph Haroun 
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AQARQUE or DUR KORIGALZU 

About half an hour's drive lo the west of Baghdad is situated he 
site of the historie Kassite city, dating back Lo the reign of King Korigalzu I, 
who ruled about the beginning of the 45th century B.C. 


HATRA AND THE RUINS OF SUN TEMPLE 


Hatra is situated within lhe valley of the twin rivers, This valley 
is also known locally as the el-Jezira. The ruined city of Hatra is about 
an hour and a half's drive from Lhe city of Shirgat (ancient Assur). 

IL is not known for certain as Lo who first founded it and when, The 
existence of Arab selllements in ils vicinity, dating back lo most ancient 
times, suggesls that it could have been a place of worship for {hem. Some 
of its buildings appear Lo have been built in {he first century AD. During 
the lhree centuries which followed, it was ruled by three successive Arab 
dynasties which were allied Lo {he kings of Madaen (Ctesiphon), 

The first of its Arab rulers was one Sanatruce and tablets bearing his 
name were unearlhed in 1961. He was referred Lo as Lhe ‘King of {he Arab: 
his father being Nussir, the celebrated priest. This family seems Lo have 
built most of {he buildings in Hatra. 

The city had earned world renown for ils trade, culture and 1h 
bravery of ils people. They repulsed wo major powers of those da) 
from {he city gales, viz., the Roman Emperor Trajan and Emperor Severus, 
in {he years 116 and 198 A.D. respectively. The people of Hatra had invented 
special kinds of bows and arrows and the Romans also reported fire catapults 
which later atracted the name of the ‘Fire of Hatra'. 

A number of kings ruled Hatra in succession Lo each other, starting 
with King Sanatruce I, the founder of the dynasty about the middle of the 
first century A.D. He was followed by kings Abd Samya, Sanatruce II, 
Bar-Samya and Uthal, who oceupied {he lhrone during {he second and he 
third centuries AD. 

The city preserved ils independence during the Sussanian rule and was 
allied to the Romans after {he death of Arlabanus V in 226 A.D., Lhe last 
Purthian king. 

Hatra was destroyed by King Sapor 1 (241-272 A.D.). He eould not 
take the city by slorm and found his way into it only through the {renchery 
of the daughter of Hatra’s king, Daizan. She was later put to death by {he 
victorious king as a punishment for her {reasonable act against her own 
father and her own people. Hatra was in ruins when {he victorious Roman 
hordes retreated through it in 363 A.D. 

The Department of Antiquities, Government of Iraq, has underlaken 
Lo restore as much of its old architectural glory as is possible. 


the Chinese, the Indian, the Egyplian, the Persian, the Greek, {he Roman 
and the Byzantine civilisations. 

1t may be said to the credit of he Arab civilisation {hat it proved more 
universal in ils appeal and more lasting in ils fabrie, with its spiritual 
content and human element, Even though it had lo go down for a while, 
it did not lose momentum and is coming back Lo life again. The Arabs may 
in the near future again take their proper place in society and contribute Lo 
human well being. 


NOURI AL-RAWI 


he era of enlighlenment had set in. Iraq Soon became the centre of civilisa- 
tion, the fountainhead of learning and {he source of inspiration for {he 
whole world. 

Baghdad in turn became the focus of world attention for the acquisi- 
tion of knowledge arid for the propagation of arts as well as sciences, It 
provided {he human race with a new and a more sophisticaled pattern of 
civilisation. It offered a more refined mode of life for the sociely and for 
the individual member of it a permanent and an honorable place under {he 
sun, 

Imagination explores the flelds of fact and makes forays into fiction. 
Picturesque Sharazade, legendary Sindbad and fanciful Alladin symbolise 
what the men and women of Lhose days had eilher accomplished or else 
had the longing Lo accomplish. 

As conquests multiplied and their influence spread lo dislant lands, 
talent was freely imported into Baghdad. Exolic sciences and foreign arts 
were zenlously patronised, Paper was brought from Samarkand and 
ils production was boosted, making books on all known subjects availuble 
in sufficient quantities. Medicine, surgery, astronomy, mechanics, mathe- 
maties, chemistry, geography along with lhe fine arls were cullivated inten- 
sively and extensively. 

Researches were conducted inlo Îhe causes, effecls and remedies reln- 
ling o measles, smallpox, tuberculosis, mental sickness, ele. Hospitals 
had isolation wards as well as special sections for the mentally sick. Tbn 
Nañis discovered and studied blood circulation. Ibn al-Haitham (known 
to the medieval ages as alHazen), found lhe use of lenses and was 
lherefore a pioneer in Îhe field of oplies. 

Astronomy was a favourite subject, was extensively employed in navi- 
gation and had made greai advances. Caliph Mamoun had placed his 
own royal observatory at {he disposal of scholars. Mamoun also established 
homes for {he destilutes, {he blind, the orphans and he invalids. The 
others followed his example and a mental home founded by Adh al-Dawla 
in 267 AH. (977 A.D.) was a model of perfection, even by modern standards. 

Engineering and architecture had touched the heights of refinement 
Lraces of which remain Lo this day. The rulers and the people all built palaces, 
mosques, schools, hospitals, bridges, canals, ele., and decorated these with 
the most eye-catching designs. Relics of these are Lo be found Lo the present 
day all over Irag. 

Many a civilisation rose and fell in course of human existence on {his 
globe, as Îhe wheel of time goes on revolving ceaselessly, Among fhése were 


This development was followed by a succession of ages and periods. 

Time and man walk together. While individuals and their surround- 
dings differ, the patiern of life does not. They left their marks for posterity 
Lo decipher and interpret. These are Lo be found to {his day on tablets of 
clay, on slabs of stone, ete. Quite apart from the level of civilisation 
aftained, these exhibits also establish another interesting fact that the art 
of ‘writing originated in Iraq, it being one of the inventions of {he 
Sumerians. 

This was the lime hat man was engaged in {he struggle for existence, 
On the one hand he-was trying, with increasing success, Lo subdue {he 
elements and the forces of nature. On the other hand, man was trying lo 
create « semblance of order in {he social chaos enveloping him. This en- 
tailed organising a pattern of government along with a set of moral codes 
and forms of worship and, laslly, a collection of ‘laws! Lo facilitate he 
administration of social justice. 

The conduet of the gods being at best unpredictable, human life on 
this eurh was looked upon as uncertain and disturbed. The ruler and Uhe 
ruled were both mortal and herefore exposed Lo a variely of risks, To 
guard against mishaps i£ was not only necessary lo consult ones own 
mind, but also Lo seek the advice of others of maturer judgment. This 
was universally followed by the king and the people, alike. That 

form of democracy was first evolved under he patronage 
ing and he priests. Iraq seems Lo have been {he birth place of {his 
n. As human race multiplied, and spread far and wide, these 
basic conceptions went out with il. This theory has been accepted. by Prof. 
Thorkild Jacobson of the Oriental Institute, Chicago University, and also 
by Prof. Speiser of {he Pennsylvania University. 

11 is a historical fact that over a countless number of centuries here 
was à continuous influx and exodus into and out of Iraq. The presence in this 
country throughout of the people of Semitic origin, viz., (he Arabs, had 
also been noticed. Not only that they lived at peace with and assisted {he 
indigenous population, but they also soon afterwards established their own. 

ï les and kingdoms. In between, aliens from distant lands over- 
powered the native states and subjugated the people of {his country. 

Finallÿ, with the advent of Islam, the Arabs once again stepped in. 
This lime, lhey came Lo stay and lo propagate their new and dynamic faith 
and progressive ideals. This happened after the eventful batlle of Qudisiya 
in 637 A.D. That marks a landmark in {he chequered and {he colourful 
history of this amazing country. The age of darkness came to an end; 
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Zraq, the land of the twin rivers, the Tigris and he Euphrales, has 
been the cradle of human civilisation. It was here that organised agriculture, 
as we understand it today, first came into being. It was here again, that 
wheel was first invented, Îhe first university was established, {he first astro- 
loger practised, law was first codified and lhe first encyelopedin was 
compiled. 

Iraq, also known Lo the Western world as Mesopotamia, js lhe starting. 
point of mankind's progress and the fountainhead of civilisation. 1 
flourished long before either Greece or Rome were heard of. The latter, 
according lo Lradition and belief, was founded around {he 8lh century 
B.C. and was barely 100 years old when Nineveh in Iraq was coming Lo à 
lose of its 4,000-year old sparkling career. 

When the Greeks over-powered Iraq, at a much later date, civilisation 
and culture were by no means extinct here. On lhe contrary, knowledge 
and experience gained in {his. country had already been handed {o {he 
world outside, to make human life comfortable, pleasant, rich and, in short, 
forever dynamie and progressive. Iraq provided mankind with energy and 
drive, {hat vital ‘kick’ which keeps il moving onwards. 

Exeavalions carried out in {his eountry over the decudes, by local 
authorities as well as by foreign expeditions, have brought {0 light. docu- 
ments and handiwork, whereby Îhe age of human civilisation in Iraq is 
estimated at sixly thousand (60,000) years. 

Shanidar cave in the norlh of Iraq has yielded human skelelons which 
bear wilness Lo {he fact {hat the achievements of mankind inhabiting Traq 
are traceable far back, past the dark ages, deep into unrecorded history. 
Man had acquired enough experience, knowledge and wisdom Lo try and 
break out of his barbarie surroundings and animal-like routine. He had 
already learnt Lo sow and to harvest and had, in an elementary form, 
enjoyed the fruits of family life, This generated desire for seltled exis- 
tence and {hat is how villages, Lowns and cities first began; a single family 
clearing and farming a plot of land surrounding its huls and log eabins. 
He fashioned out of clay, stones, bones, wood and still later out of metal 
arlicles of daily use. Some of these ancient pots, pans and implements have 
been unearthed by archaeologists and their ages confirmed by experts. 
‘That Iraq was the first abode of man is a fact which has not been doubled 
or contested in any quarter. 
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